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Newtown Emergency Services Department 
Townhouse Roof Inspection Information 
(To accompany roof permit applications) 

(Revised 9/13/99) 
 

The Newtown Township Building Code (ICC 2006, as amended) requires that any 
attached residential buildings must have a roof inspection before shingles are reinstalled. 
This is based on the history of accelerated degradation of the fire retardant treated 
plywood (FRTP) installed prior to 1992, causing the potential for roof failure due to 
increased load factors either from natural conditions (snow) or from an emergency 
situation where firefighters must work on the roof.  The majority of townhomes within 
the township has the FRTP on the entire roof assembly and therefore must be 
removed.   
 
All residential properties sharing common roof assemblies and requiring fire retardant 
treated plywood (FRTP) to be installed along the fire wall and were constructed prior to 
1992, must be inspected by Newtown Emergency Services Department personnel prior to 
the installation of any new materials.  Also, all plywood on townhouse roofs (FRTP) 
shall be replaced with materials in accordance with the current code requirements.   
 
Once the old roofing material is removed, an inspection must be scheduled with the 
Emergency Services Department to assure FRTP is installed along all party/fire walls.  
FRTP is to be installed four (4') feet on either side of the party/fire wall with staggered 
joints, regardless of the difference in roof height/elevations.  "H" clips are to be used on 
all sheets of plywood.  
 
Inspectors are available Monday through Friday from 7:30 AM to 4:00 PM.  Special 
arrangements are required for other hours.  Call 215-968-2800 ext. 255 for inspection 
scheduling - a minimum of 30 minutes notice is required.  You are required to have a 
permit at the job site before work begins, unless special written arrangements have been 
made with the Codes Office.  
 
Company Name: _______________________________________________ 
 
Contact Person: __________________________ Phone: _______________ 
 
Anticipated Construction Date: ___________________________________ 
 
Signature: ____________________________________________________ 
 
Fire/word/roof inspection doc. 








